
Comments of Michael Utevsky regarding Timothy House Application for Special Use Permit 
to Head of the Harbor Board of Trustees – June 21, 2023 

 

 My name is Michael Utevsky, and I reside at Harbor Hill Road in the Head of 
the Harbor. 
 
 At the previous May 17 Public Hearing, you heard testimony that the 
Application for a Special Use Permit does not comply with a large number of legal 
requirements, none of which were considered by SHPO.  Among them: 
 
--The plans will violate two separate recorded Deeds of Covenants and 
Restrictions on the Property that expressly protect the landscape as well as the 
house. Any burden created by these covenants and restrictions to the Monastery 
on the use of the property is self-inflicted, because the Monastery purchased the 
property with full notice of the restrictions. 
 
--Also, the 36 proposed parking spaces are not adequate for the proposed 
maximum occupancy of 282 persons, and therefore the plans do not satisfy the 
parking requirement for a special permit for a church under Village code Section 
165-23; 
 
--Also, the traffic study is outdated, and its conclusion – that only 2 to 4  additional 
vehicle trips will be created – is dubious at best;  I hope the new traffic study will 
have a more believable conclusion; 
 
--Also, the Application does not satisfy 3 out of the 6 requirements for a special 
permit under Village code Section 165-36; 
 
--Also, the plans violate the side yard setback requirement of the Village Code.  As 
Mr. Buzzell stated at the hearing last month, the Monastery does not own a 
triangular piece of land near the top of the easement driveway, and the distance 
from the proposed church building to the lot line is only 25 feet, while the Code 
requires a 55 foot setback. 
  
 But the heart of the matter – the reason that the Village Codes and the 
deed covenants must be enforced --lies in the importance of this Property and its 
landscape to our Village.  Timothy House is one of  Head of the Harbor’s few 
recognized historic homes.  The AIA Guide to Nassau and Suffolk County lists only 



five properties in Head of the Harbor, and Timothy House is one of them.  Every 
description of Timothy House, whether in the AIA Guide or in books about our 
village history, mentions the landscape as an important rural setting for the 
historic home.  As you heard from other speakers at the last hearing, the land and 
its history, the so-called cultural landscape,  are an essential part of the property.   
 
 The construction of a large church building with a large paved parking lot on 
this site will substantially degrade the historic landscape and, therefore, the entire 
property.  Our Village has a compelling interest in enforcing its land use 
regulations in order to preserve a very important property.   
 

Moreover, there has been no evidence presented of any need to sacrifice 
the landscape in order to preserve the residence.  The Timothy House residence 
was well taken care of by its previous owners and, apparently, is still well taken 
care of.  There has been no showing that the current owners cannot continue to 
maintain it, or that undertaking a million dollar church building project, which is 
not yet funded, will somehow insure the future of the residence.  Nor has there 
been any showing that there is no other potential purchaser of the property who 
will maintain it properly. 
 
 Our Village was founded to protect our harbor and our historic homes, and 
we have a compelling interest in enforcing our land use codes to protect one of 
our most important properties.  We cannot abandon our heritage.    
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